
A Samantha Clemmer Photography Mini Guide

PHOTOGRAPHING FLORALS
A mini guide with tips and tricks for photographing wedding day florals.

By Samantha Clemmer



Hello, Friend, and Welcome! I’m Samantha! It’s nice to meet 

you!

I started this business when I was 34 years old and finally 

able to “follow my dream,” and I still can’t believe I get to 

call this my career! I’m the lead photographer, photographer 

educator, SCP Couple communicator, and I’m the one who 

lives and breathes all things related to my business.  My 

strengths are in the creative side of things, and sharing my 

knowledge of wedding photography with other up and 

coming photographers. 

Outside of work, I’m a wife and mom of four cool kids.  The 

introverted extrovert of my family, but that doesn’t mean I’m 

the quiet one.  I just save it for the days it’s more needed.

Life is incredibly busy these days, but I wouldn’t have it any 

other way.
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B R I D A L  B O U Q U E T S

I always look forward to the moment when my brides’ bouquets are delivered.  It’s one of those moments during the day when everything 
stops and there is nothing but sheer joy.  Here are some tips for photographing those beautiful bouquets:

First, try to find a place where you can photograph the all bouquets alone.  This was a large investment by your bride, so I think 
it’s important to showcase them.  Plus, it’s a great image to pass along to the florist for their website, social media, etc.  Network 

when you can!
Then I always take several photos of my brides holding their bouquets.  I think there is something so traditional and classic about 

framing the bouquet against a bride in the background. Take this photo from several angles and from various distances to add 
variety.

When possible, I like to also grab a few photos focusing on the bouquets during bridal party portraits and during bride and 
groom portraits. Not only is it great for the vendor and your clients to have these additional photos, but they pair so nicely with 

other photos for blog posts.
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T H E  B O U T O N N I E R E
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While these are the smallest of the floral arrangements for the day, make sure not to overlook them!  A lot of 
thought and time went into these as well.

It isn’t always possible, but I always do my best to photograph the boutonnieres in a group before they are 
pinned onto the groomsmen.  I do my best to focus on the groom’s boutonniere specifically while still show-

ing them all grouped together.  When I’m able to I also will include a flask, tie, shot glass, alcohol bottle, 
watch, or any other extra item of the grooms that relates to the getting ready portion of their day.  Grooms-
men tend to get ready at lightening speed though, so it isn’t always possible to photograph them before they 

are pinned on.  And that’s OK!

When that happens, just get close ups of the boutonnieres while they are pinned on the suit jackets.  I AL-
WAYS take this photo regardless of whether I photographed them earlier or not.  I grab this up close shot 

while photographing the groomsmen’s portraits.  Make sure you explain that you’re photographing the bou-
tonniere and direct the groom to look straight ahead so that you can get a nicely composed photo of the 

boutonniere alone.
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T H E  C E R E M O N Y  F L O R A L S

8

There is something about photographing florals at the ceremony site that is tricky, at least I think so.  I believe it’s 
due to lighting situations, because it seems like the ceremony is always that one time of day when lighting condi-

tions are completely out of your control.

Here are my tips for photographing florals at ceremony sites:

Make sure you do you best to photograph the ceremony site before any quests take their seats.  If there are only a 
couple guests making their way to the seating area, you might want to consider asking them to wait before sitting 

down.

Remember to take a lot of photos from several different angles. Get nice, wide shots of the entire set up and back-
drop and get those close ups of the details. Make sure you get at least one photo from far enough back to include 
all the chairs.  ( Pro tip: do this again a couple times during the ceremony with guests seated as well ).  If there are 

florals in the aisles, you will likely need to lay down to do them justice and that’s just fine.
 

Get close ups of all the different flowers in the arrangements!  Your brides will want to see them and they pair so 
nicely next to the wide shots for your blog feature.



TA B L E  A R R A N G E M E N T S
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I LOVE seeing pretty, dressed up tables on wedding days.  They’re just so fancy and dreamy and fun...

Here are my tips for photographing the floral arrangements on tables:

First, do your best to photograph the room before any guests take their seats.  That way you can get a wide 
shot of the room without coats on chairs. When in a pinch you may be able to move their coat if you can do 

so appropriately.

If you can, remove the salt and pepper shakers from your shot.  It really isn’t that important, but it’s some-
thing that can elevate your image some. Try to focus on the centerpieces.  Photograph the table from floor to 
ceiling, from table top to the top of the centerpieces, and a close up of just the floral arrangement and floral 

details.







F L O R A L  C A K E  D E C O R
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Sometimes, the floral arrangements on wedding cakes are everything. It is so important to photograph 
these florals too!

Most times, they are left by the florist for the cake designer to arrange once the cake has been delivered.  
That way they correspond with the other florals throughout the day.  Not only will your bride want to see 

these photos included in her gallery, so will the baker and florist.  

Here are some of my tips for photographing floral cake decor:

Before anything else, find the best angle for lighting and background. So often I find that venues will place 
the cake table right up against a vary dark wall, very bright window, or against some crazy printed wallpa-

per.  Do the best you can with this.

You are also going to want to make sure that you photograph the cake from different angles and distances., 
making sure to get close ups of the beautiful flowers as well as wide shots.

 

Aren’t these cakes all so pretty!?!



THANK YOU FOR READING
Your photography career is what you make of it. Go out and it remarkable.

Xoxo, Samantha


